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Our spring 2023 production is a “triple header!"

The weekend of April 1 will have you swinging and
singing to “Wanna Dance." And on April 1 and May
18, our “Architects of Dance” will leave you in awe
at the beauty of the modern dance movement and

the grace of world-renowned artists: Blakeley
White-McGuire, Andrea Weber, and Michael
Trusnovec, formerly with the Martha Graham
Dance Company, Merce Cunningham Dance
Company, and Paul Taylor Dance Company

respectively.
 

I am so honored that AXCBT, APAC, and Bell
Works are hosting this once in a lifetime

collaboration of the best of modern dancers and
dancing. The AXCBT company dancers have

embraced this style and are amazing in their grace
and athleticism.

 
I want to thank very special people who have

created this performance and brought it to our
stages: Gabriel Chajnik our Director, our Dancers,

our Staff, our Volunteers, and of course, our
Donors. It takes a team of dedicated dance

enthusiasts to bring these creations to you! Hope
you enjoy the shows! 

 
Elise Feldman, AXCBT President

 



ABOUT AXCBT
The Axelrod Contemporary Ballet Theater (AXCBT) was
founded by visionary and life-long dance aficionado Elise
Feldman (President), and choreographer, Artistic Director,
dancer and dance educator Gabriel Chajnik (Artistic
Director) who realized their dream to bring world-class
dance and professional dance education to the Jersey
Shore. Chajnik is the catalyst for AXCBT’s success. Raised
in Argentina, trained at Juilliard, and seasoned as a dancer
with American Repertory Ballet Theater, he is a natural
collaborator and connector of artists across all fields.
AXCBT productions infuse multiple media, including live
and recorded music, film, specific sound landscapes plus
collaborations with lighting, set and costume designers to
shape an original company aesthetic and expand the
impact of productions.

AXCBT’s work in the community reaches beyond dance
performance. Our goal is to create an environment that
fosters audience growth and awareness, becoming a
cultural resource for the community while also reaching out
and building connections throughout our area. Our
programs are interactive and uniquely tailored to
participants at each session site for the maximum benefit
of those served.

Axelrod Contemporary Ballet theater is deeply grateful to
Bell Works leader  CEO and Founder, Ralph Zucker, lead
creative director Paola Zamudio and the inspiRED team for
allowing the arts to be a thriving force and an integral part
of the Bell Works community. 

Elise Feldman,
President

Gabriel Chajnik,
Aritstic Director



Minimal Complex
Choreography by Michael Trusnovec

Music Credits: duo imPuls, Johann Sebastian Bach –
minimalBACH (Preludes from Well-Tempered Clavier Revised

by Sebastian Bartmann
 

Dancers
Dennzyl Green, Quinton Guthier, Paulo Gutierrez, 

Lindsay Jorgensen
 

Bauhaus artist Paul Klee transformed Johann Sebastian Bach’s music
structure into two dimensional graphic visualizations. Minimal

Complex explores and interprets an abstracted, four hand version of
three movements from Bach’s The Well-Tempered Clavier. With a

focus on the architectural genius, harmonies counterpoints and pure
simplicity of the music, four dancers become a physical layer of

geometric patterns, movement, and breath.

Arbol
Choreography by Andrea Weber

Music Credits: Six Little Piano Pieces by Arnold Schoenberg
Pianist Joe Moffitt 

 
Dancers

Giana Carroll, Dennzyl Green, Quinton Guthier, Alyssa Harris,
Lindsay Jorgenesen, Gillian Worek 

 
Arbol explores structures, foundational support and how we are all

interconnected. In considering the Bauhaus movement of architecture and
design I began to see similar imagery in nature. The cross section between

the two became the inspiration for the movement. Thank you to the dancers
for such a joyful experience!

ARCHITECTS OF DANCE

Youkali 
Music by Kurt Weill

Christine Kephart accompanied byJoe Moffitt 

Andalouse, for Flute and Piano
Flutist Christine Kephart, Pianist Joe Moffitt 



Apertura
Choreography by Blakeley White-McGuire

 
Music Credits: Miroirs by Maurice Ravel, Nature Boy by Chris

Whitely
 

Dancers
Giana Carroll, Dennzyl Green, Paulo Gutierrez, Alyssa Harris

Lindsay Jorgensen, Gillian Worek, Eddy Adad Perez Trimiño*
 

Apertura bring focus and perspective on new possibilities for intimate
transactions in common spaces. What might happen if we bring the
full range of our emotional and physical intellect into the communal
common space. How do particular compositions ignite conversation

and exchange?
 

Special thanks to Gabriel Chajnik for your unwavering commitment to
live performance of dance!

 

Komposition
Choreography by Gabriel Chajnik

Music by Erik Satie
Pianist Joe Moffitt

 
Dancers

Giana Carroll, Dennzyl Green, Quinton Guthier, Paulo Gutierrez,
Alyssa Harris, Lindsay Jorgensen, Gillian Worek

 
Wassily Kandinsky was faculty at the Bauhaus School from 1922-1933. His

works are a great combination of art and science, and serve as the scenery
for this series of dance vignettes. This piece is inspired by Bauhaus concept

“Gesamtkunstwerk," which roughly translates to "total work of art," and
strives to make use of all or many art forms within a single comprehensive

artwork. Throughout the piece, the lines and shapes within Kandinsky's
paintings interact with the dancers, sparking geometrical, physical, aesthetic,

and spiritual reactions.

ARCHITECTS OF DANCE

–Pause–

https://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/%C3%B1


April 1 @ 3pm
April 2 @ 1pm & 5pm

at Axelrod PAC

Wanna Dance withWanna Dance with
Somebody?Somebody?

Join us again tomorrow and get a
discount! Just ask the box office!



Gabriel Chajnik is a passionate educator,
choreographer, and dance professional. He was trained
under the tutelage of Maestro Hector Zaraspe and is
an alumnus of the Juilliard School. Gabriel is a former
dancer with American Repertory Ballet. His teaching
credits expand from Argentina to Europe and the
United States at Brooklyn Music School, Princeton
Ballet, the Academy of Dance Arts and Gotta Dance in
New Jersey. Gabriel’s work has been featured at
Juilliard, the Manhattan School of Music, the
Shakespeare Theater in Washington, D.C., Alice Tully
Hall, the Clark Theater at Lincoln Center, MMAC, and
the Lambs Theater.

Gabriel Chajnik, AXCBT Artistic Director

Meet the Choreographers

Hailed by the New York Times as “one of the world’s
most luminous dancers,” Michael Trusnovec grew up
dancing on Long Island, graduated from the Long
Island High School for the Performing Arts, and earned
a BFA in Dance Performance from Southern Methodist
University.

For over two decades, he was a Principal Dancer with
the Paul Taylor Dance Company
performing in works by Mr. Taylor, as well as by Pam
Tanowitz, Larry Keigwin, Brian Arias, Margie Gillis and
Doug Varone. Additionally, he was Associate Rehearsal
Director and served as the Director of Worldwide
Licensing. Michael has received a 2018 Dance
Magazine Award, a 2006 Bessie Award, and was a
1992 YoungArts awardee and Presidential Scholar in
the Arts.

He is co-founder of the Asbury Park Dance Festival
and continues to perform, most recently dancing in the
2021 Joyce Theater presentation of Molissa Fenley’s
State of Darkness and in New York City Ballet’s 2020
Lincoln Center performances of George Balanchine’s
Episodes.
Michael currently serves as the Dance Co-Director for
The Metropolitan Opera.

Michael Trusnovec



Blakeley White-McGuire (MFAIA) born and raised in
South Louisiana, U.S.A., is a New York-based
dancer/choreographer/writer/educator and
interdisciplinary artist critically acclaimed as a former
Principal dancer and present official Regisseur of
repertory with the Martha Graham Dance Company.

Her current creative process creates contemporary
dance theater and site-specific performative works
through movement research including with Movement
Migration and C.A.V.E.S. Project Entre El Cuerpo y La
Naturaleza, an international collaborative interrogating
the relationship between art, nature, and the human
body.

Her productions have been commissioned by several
transformative presenters including the Dancing
Human Rights Festival, Oxford, UK; The Museum of
Arts and Design, New York, USA Jacob’s Pillow’s
INSIDE/ OUT, USA; American Dance Festival, USA;
Movement Migration (International) and Ballet
Metropolitano, Colombia, SA.

Blakeley White-McGuire is currently an Adjunct
Assistant Professor of Contemporary Dance at Hunter
College and The Ailey/Fordham Professional Division
and is the author of several published works including
her first book, “The Martha Graham Dance Company:
House of the Pelvic Truth.”

Blakeley White-McGuire

Andrea Weber was a dancer with the Merce
Cunningham Dance Company from 2004 - 2011,
performing roles in over 25 works. Andrea is on faculty
of the Merce Cunningham Trust, teaching Cunningham
Technique® at New York City Center, Barnard College
and the Joffrey Jazz and Contemporary Trainee
program. She has also taught at SUNY Purchase,
Brown University, Skidmore College, the American
Dance Festival, ArcDanz Festival, NYU Tisch, ABT
Studio Company, Salem State College and Dance New
Amsterdam. Andrea has staged Pond Way for Ballett
am Rhein and Ballet Vlaanderen, Suite for Five for the
CNSMD in Lyon, RainForest for the Stephen Petronio
Company, Sounddance at UNCSA, and How to Pass,
Kick, Fall and Run for Boston Conservatory. She
arranged and staged the Events for the Merce
Cunningham: Common Time exhibit at both the Walker
Arts Center and the Museum of Contemporary Art
Chicago. Andrea has also danced with Coleman &
Lemieux Compagnie, Dance Heginbotham, Jessica
Lang Dance, Cornfield Dance, Jonah Bokaer, and
Charlotte Griffin.

Andrea Weber



AXCBT ARTISTS

Born in Long Beach, California, Dennzyl Green
graduated cum laude with a BA in Dance from California
State University, Fullerton 2020. He has danced
professionally with Nannette Brodie Dance Theatre and
Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Ensemble. He is currently a
company artist of Emerge125 with direction from Tiffany
Rae-Fisher. He has performed works by Darshan Bhuller,
Milton Myers, Bernard Gaddis, Colin Connors, and Doug
Varone to name a few. He has attended American
Dance Festival and has performed at Jacob’s Pillow. 

Dennzyl Green 

Quinton Guthier is originally from Madison, Wisconsin.
Quinton trained in dance at Interlochen Arts Academy
Boarding High School in Northern Michigan. He moved
to NYC to attend the Fordham University and Alvin
Ailey B.F.A program. Since graduating he has had the
pleasure to dance with companies such as Mark Morris
Dance Group,Taylor 2, Carolyn Dorfman Dance, and
JUNTOS Dance Collective. He currently dances for The
Metropolitan Opera and works as a certified Pilates
instructor throughout NYC.

Quinton Guthier

Paulo Gutierrez is originally from Ecuador. He studied at
the National Ballet of Ecuador and Graduated in jazz
and contemporary at the Joffrey Ballet School. He is a
former dancer with Ballet Hispanico where he  worked
along side renowned choreographers such as Anabel
Lopez Ochoa, Nacho Duato, Andrea Miller, Gustavo
Ramirez Sansano, Ramon Oller, Pedro Ruiz, Tania Perez
Salas, among others. Paulo has danced on the West
Side Story production for the Abeline Opera Theater in
Texas and for Syracuse City Ballet digital season as
guest artist. He is currently a company member with
Connecticut Ballet and Pony Box Dance Theater.

Paulo Gutierrez

Giana Carroll
Giana trained for four years at Adelphi University where
she graduated this past May with her B.F.A. in dance.
She has performed works choreographed by Frank
Augustyn, Orion Duckstein, Larry Keigwin, Juan
Rodriguez, and Rasta Thomas. Currently, she is dancing
with Axelrod Contemporary Ballet Theater as a fellow in
their fellowship program.



Alyssa Harris
Alyssa Harris graduated from Adelphi University with a
BFA in Dance. She has worked with choreographers
Frank Augustyn, Orion Duckstein, Adelheid B. Strelick,
and Jennifer Kreichman. Alyssa joined AXCBT in 2021
and has performed in productions including The
Nutcracker Rocks and Something's Coming.

Lindsay Jorgensen
Lindsay Jorgensen is a performing artist in the New
York/New Jersey area. She currently dances with Buglisi
Dance Theatre and Axelrod Contemporary Ballet Theater.
She has performed at Lincoln Center, the David H. Koch
Theatre, Asbury Park Dance Festival, and works by Alvin
Ailey, Paul Taylor, Robert Battle, Patrick Delcroix,
Riccardo de Nigris, and Gabrielle Lamb. Her poetry was
featured at APAP and Women/Create, and her
choreography was showcased at Bell Works and Ailey
Citigroup Theatre. Jorgensen is a graduate of the

Ailey/Fordham B.F.A. Dance Program, where she graduated summa cum laude
with an honorable mention in Dance. She holds a dual degree in Dance and
English, and a graduate certificate in Creative Writing from University of
Pennsylvania. Jorgensen most recently performed the role of Cha Cha in
Grease, directed by Lisa Stevens.

Gillian Worek
Gillian Worek has danced with AXCBT since 2020. She
previously apprenticed with Sarasota Ballet for two
years, and has performed works choreographed by Sir
Frederick Ashton, Sir Peter Wright, George Balanchine,
Jerome Robbins, Paul Taylor, and Ricardo Graziano. She
is a graduate of Indiana University, holding a BS in
Ballet and an Outside Field in Psychology.

*Eddy Adad Perez Trimiño
Student Performer courtesy of the Ailey/Fordham BFA
Program, Class of 2026



Olivia Miranda, 
Company and Academy Administrator,

Kathleen Pearlberg, 
Company and Academy Ballet Mistress

PRODUCTION TEAM

Erick Herskowitz,
Lighting Design & Board Operations

STAFF

Gerry Gironda,
Sound Engineer

Rutledge Varley, 
Stage Manager



APAC STAFF

ANDREW DEPRISCO .................................................Artistic Director

JESS LEVY ...........................Development Director, Founding CEO

GABRIEL CHAJNIK…................Director of the Axelrod Performing

Arts Academy & the Axelrod Contemporary Ballet Theater

ELAINE ELTRINGHAM ............................................Business Manager

ELYSE ROSATI......................................................Box Office Manager

ERICK ROMMEL ..............................................Marketing Coordinator 

MARY ANN BOURBEAU...................................Publicity Coordinator

KAREN RAFIQI ............................................Development Consultant

LAURYN HERCHAKOWSKI ......................Group Sales Coordinator

T. RYAN WARD……............…….......….Website & Media Coordinator

JUDY ZAGHA …………….......………......................…………….Bookkeeping

BOBBI KRANTZ ……………………....…....................……………….Box Office

 

SPONSORS

Kearny Bank

Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis

Monmouth Medical Center

Ansell, Zaro, Grimm & Aaron

Vin Gopal Civic Association

Bell Works

The Jewish Federation

Goode & Weyser

Jacobson & Company

Asbury Park Dance Festival

VNA Health Group

Salomon Organization Charitable Trust

Chetkin Gallery

Four Dimensional

BC Szerlip Insurance Agency

 

Axelrod Performing Arts Center



GIVING A LITTLE CAN HELP A LOT!

Supporter of AXCBT



Save the date for our
fundraising event!

May 18, 2023
at Bell Works

Featuring Performances by:
 

Michael Trusnovec and Andrea Weber in Merce
Cunningham’s acclaimed solos “Fractions” and

“Variations V”
 

Blakeley White-McGuire and Daniel Fetecua,
former dancer with the Limón Dance Company,
performing "In A Language Other than English"

 
AXCBT Dancers in works from this April's

Architects of Dance program



DIRECTED BY TODD BUONOPONE



Sign Up Today!

Visit our website
AxelrodArtsCenter.com

or give us a call
(732) 378 9948

Upcoming Workshops 
with TV Actor Lane Napper

$65
PER

WORKSHOP

ALL WORKSHOPS WILL BE HELD AT BELL WORKS 
101 CRAWFORDS CORNER RD. HOLMDEL, NJ

April 8, 15, 22, 29



Perform all summer long
with Axelrod Academy!

AxelrodArtsCenter.com/APAA

Pre-Professional Dance Intensive
July 17-August 6, 2023

Featuring world-class faculty from New York City
Ballet, Radio City Music Hall, Kansas City Ballet, and

more! Students perform alongside professional
dancers in Axelrod Contemporary Ballet Theater's 

A Midsummer Night's Dream (August 4-6, 2023).

Ages 12+

Summer TV Dance Experience 
with TV Actor Lane Napper

August 7-11, 2023
Students (along with our
awesome videography crew) will
shoot an actual ACTING scene
and then break into a DANCE
using Bell Works as our location!

Ages 8-12, Ages 13+

Primary Summer Camp
"Summer Dream" Performing Arts Camp
July 5-28, 2023

Ages 6-12

A summer full of artistic fun! Campers
will learn acting, voice, and dance
while also exploring fine art projects
and special activities on the Bell
Works grounds.

Give us a call: (732)378-9948







AXELROD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sheldon Vogel, Honorary Chair
Dr. Arthur Topliow, President

James Aaron
Bahiyyah Abdullah

Angela Ahmed
Claire Boren
Janet Brown
Jill Eisenberg
Marc Epstein
Elise Feldman

Lindy Freedman
Joe Grillo

Ms. Ruth Hyman
Judy Jacobs

Honey Karasic
Norman Konvitz
Roberta Krantz

Ira Kreizman
Randye Krupnick
Larry Lowenstein

Larry Luttrell
Robert Mack
Toby Mack

Ed McNamee
Marilyn Michaels
Arlene Mollow
Rahool Patel

Louis Rodriguez
Burt C. Szerlip 

 

AXELROD ARTISTIC ADVISORY BOARD

Andrew DePrisco, Artistic Director
Jeff Blumenkrantz
Jonathan Brielle

Fredi Walker Brown
Andrea DelGuidice

Michelle Fleet
Hunter Foster
Laura Halzack

Reuben Jackson
Tom McKie

Lane Napper
Luis Salgado

Michael Trusnovec
Todd Labron Underwood
Blakeley White-McGuire














